05/22/02 15:22 FAX 952563300^^ VIDAS ARRETT STEINKRAUS Sl005 



A. 



Ap, 9 L No. 09/197 J78 , Amendment 

Pfl i r e 2 Attorney Docket No. S63.2-6769 

a plurality of substantially linear interconnecting elements extending between undulating 
band-like elements which are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element ha ving a first end 
am) a second end which is offset circumferentially and longitudinally along the stent from the first 
en4 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements and second 
interconnecting elements, ' 

the first interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the first undulating band-like 
element and troughs on the second undulating band-like element, the number ofpe^ks on the first 
undulating band-lake element exceeding the number of first interconnecting elements, the second 
interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the second undulating band-li&e element and 
troughs on the third undulating band-like element, the number of peaks on the second undulating 
ba|f)d-like element exceeding the number of second interconnecting elements, 

wherein the number of peaks of the first undulating band-like element separating 
ciiCumferentially adjacent first interconnecting elements is less than the number of peaks of the 
second undulating band-like dement separating circumferentially adjacent second interconnecting 
elements, • 
>WCiTwice Amended) A stent with a proximal end, a distal end and a longitudinal axis, the 

ste/\t comprising: 

a plurality of undulating band-like elements having alternating peaks and ^troughs, each 
undulating band-like element extending about the longitudinal axis, the plurality of undulating band- 
like elements extending from the proximal aid of the stent to the distal end of the stent, adjacent 
ungating band-like elements separated by gaps which are shorter in longitudinal length than the 
undulating band-like elements,, 

i 

the plurality of undulating band-like elements including a first undulating band-like element, 
a second undulating band-like element, a third undulating band-like element, and a fourth band-like 
element, the second undulating band-like element disposed between the first and thid undulating 
band-like elements, the third undulating band-like element disposed between the second and fourth 
undulating band-like elements, and ! 
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a plurality of interconnecting elements extending between undulating ban<f-like dements 
which are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element having a first end and a second end 
which is offset tiraimferentially and longitudinally along the stent from the first end, 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements, second 
intesrconnecting elements, and third interconnecting elements, 

the first interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the first undulating band-like 
element and troughs on the second undulating band-like element, the number of peaks on the first 
undulating band-like element exceeding the number of first interconnecting elements, the second 
interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the second undulating band-like element and 
troughs on the third undulating band-like element, the number of peaks on the second undulating 
bard-like element exceeding the number of second interconnecting elements, the third 
interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the third undulating band-like element and 
troughs on the fourth undulating band-like element, j 

the number of peaks of the first undulating band-like element separating tircumferentiaUy 
adjacent first interconnecting elements being less than the number of peaks of the second undulating 
baund-like element separating circumferentially adjacent second interconnecting elements 

wherein each second interconnecting element is separated from the third interconnecting 
element nearest to it by a single peak of the third undulating band-like element and a single trough of 
the third undulating band-like element V 



^Bj Amended) The stent of claim^Jwl ' 



The stent of claim £0 where the interconnecting elements are substantially 
linear. g 

^1 [Amended) The stent of claim^f where the interconnecting elements are substantially 
linear V j 



/ $ ' A* 11631 ^) A stent with a longitudinal axis, the stent comprising: . 

- ^1 a plurality of undulating band-like elements having alternating peaks and troughs, each 

J} undulating band-like element extending about the longitudinal axis, undulating bandiiike elements 



wtofch are adjacent one another separated by a gap which is shorter in longitudinal length than each 
of 4he adjacent undulating band-like elements, the plurality of undulating banctiike elements 
including a first undulating band-like element and a second undulating band-like element, the first 
and second undulating band-like dements adjacent one another, and 
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<n a plurality of substantially linear interconnectmg elements extending between undulating 

s^y bard-like elements which, are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element having a first end 
4 y and a second end which is offset drcumferentially and longitudinally along the stent' from the first 
\ end, the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnecting elements, the first 

i 

interconnecting elements extending between peaks on the first undulating band-like element and 
troughs on the second undulating band-like element, first interconnecting elements which axe 
adjacent one another connected to each other via a first path along the undulating first band-like 
element, the first path having a first length, and via a second path along the undulating second band- 
like element, the second path having a second length, wherein the first path length is different from 
the Second path len 



f 



. I Amended) The stent of claim 5<T wherein the first and second undulating band-like 

elements are characterized by different amplitudes. \ 




Amended) A stent comprising: 




a plurality of undulating band-like elements having alternating peaks and troughs, the 
plurality of undulating band-like elements including a first undulating band-like elenkent, a second 
undulating band-like element and a third undulating band-like element, the first, second and third 
undulating band-like elements disposed sequentially along the length of the stent, and 
f a plurality of substantially linear interconnecting elements extending between undulating 

I y/*^ baftj-like elements which are adjacent one another, each interconnecting element havjing a first end 
and a second end which is offset drcumferentially and longitudinally along the stent from the first 
end, the interconnecting elements shorter in length than the undulating band-like elements which 
thefj connect, 

the plurality of interconnecting elements including first interconnectmg elements 
extending between peaks on the first undulating band-like element and troughs oja the second 
unci dating band-like element and second interconnecting elements extending betweeh peaks on the 
second undulating band-like element and troughs on the third undulating banctlike jjelement, first 
interconnecting elements which are adjacent one another connected to each other via a first path 
along the first undulating band-like element, second interconnecting dements which aip adj acent one 
another connected to each other via a second path along the second undulating band-life element, the 
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